
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

IMPORTANT DATES  
 

TERM 3 2026  

20th July - Start of term 

30th July - Dental Van visit 

3rd Aug - BOT Meeting 

4th & 5th Aug - Learning 
Conferences 

12th Aug - Jnr Winter 
Tournament Yr 5/6 

26th Aug - Snr Winter 
Tournament 7/8 

7th Sept - BOT Meeting 

22nd September KC Option 
Day Yr 8 

25th Sept - Last day of term 

 

 

TERM DATES  2026 

Term1: Feb 3rd - April 2nd 

TOD - Mar 27th 

Term 2: Apr 20th - Jul 3rd 

Kings Bday:  1st June 

TOD - 2 June 

Matariki  - 10th July 

Term 3 -  Jul 20th - Sept 25th 

TOD—24th August 

Term 4 - Oct 12th - Dec 17th  

TOD - 23rd Oct 

Paekākāriki School 

Home of the barefoot learner 

Pānui                        

Term 3 Week 5 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL..... 
 

Nau mai haere mai 

 

At Paekākāriki School, our vision centers around developing the Barefoot 
Learner. We aim to nurture confident, curious, and resilient tamariki through 
four foundational Pou that guide how our students grow, interact, and thrive 
both inside and outside the classroom: 

 Tōku Āhuru Mōwai (Belonging): Ensuring every learner feels at home, 
understands their unique identity, celebrates diversity, and knows they are 
valued for who they are. 

 Whanaungatanga (Connecting): Building deep, respectful relationships with 
each other, our community, tangata whenua, mana whenua, and the 
environment. 

 Whakatōmene (Exploring): Fostering inquisitive minds through play, 
creativity, problem-solving, and hands-on discovery using their heads, 
hearts, and hands. 

 Whakapūawai (Thriving): Empowering resilient, reflective lifelong learners 
who are equipped to adapt, express themselves, and make a positive 
difference in the world. 

To bring this vision to life and ensure our school continues to support our 
tamariki in the best possible way, we are hosting a Whānau Hui next week. 

During this session, we will: 

 Unpack our Philosophy and the journey we took to get here. 

 Discuss Recent Education Changes 

 Shape Our Future: Seek your valued ideas, feedback, and aspirations as we 
begin drafting our 2027–2028 Strategic Plan. 

Your voice is vital in shaping the direction of our school community. We look 
forward to seeing you there and working together to build an inspiring future 
for our learners! 

 

Ngā mihi nui 
Julia 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION....... 

Important Information 
2026 TERM DATES 

 
Teacher Only Day Monday 24 August 
 
Teacher Only Day Friday 23rd Oct 

 
2027 TERM DATES 

 
Term 1: Feb 3rd - April 9th 
Easter break 26th - 30th March 
Term 2: April 27th - July 2nd 
Term 3: July 19th - September 24th 
Term 4: October 11th - December 15th 

* 3 Teacher Only Days to be booked during the year                                                                                                                              
 

Did You Know? 
We have a TEACHER ONLY DAY on Monday August 24th. We will be working with our Professional 
Development provider looking at assessment practices and tools. 
We will be holding a Whānau Information Evening on Tuesday, August 25th, in the school hall to 
explain some of the recent changes in education and outline our approach to teaching and learning 
at Paekākāriki School. 

Thursday is our “soup day” - healthy soup for our tamariki - for all those who want it!  
Year 7 and 8 - Senior Winter Sports is on Wednesday 26th August - please let us know if you can 
help transport or support  

 
Spotlight on Inclusive Education 
One of the Policies to be reviewed this term is Inclusive Education Culture.  

At Paekākāriki School, we are committed to creating a safe, welcoming and inclusive environment where 
everyone belongs. We value the diversity, identities, cultures, strengths and individual needs of every 
student and whānau. Through our school values, PB4L approach and strong relationships, we work 
together to ensure that every learner feels valued, supported and able to thrive. We have high 
expectations for all learners and take a collaborative approach to removing barriers to learning, 
addressing bullying, discrimination and other behaviours that impact on inclusion.  

Everyone has a place at our school, and everyone deserves to feel that they belong. 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

Welcome 
We are delighted to welcome a new member of staff this term – Teacher Aide Tracy Neal, who will be 
working with our Teina Syndicate team. 
 

Congratulations  
To all the Mathathon spot prize winners and token winners for great mahi in Math week 4.   
All students involved in the Mathathon and fundraising will go in the draw.  
Final winners will be announced in our assembly week 5.  

 

Many thanks  
The Teina syndicate would like to say a huge thank you to Donna Robert, who recently used a Volunteer 
Day offered through her employer, Transpower, to tackle the huge task of sorting and cataloguing our 
decodable readers. We really appreciate the time and effort she put into getting these books organised! 

If you are eligible for a Volunteer Day through your employer, please consider Paekākāriki  School. We 
have a number of projects we could use a helping hand with. 
 

Positive Behaviour for Learning (PB4L)  - Barefoot Learner Focus  
“Tūngia te ururoa kia tupu whakaritorito o te harakeke”   
 Set the overgrown bush alight, and the new flax shoots will spring up  
This whakatauki is about change. To change, we may need to leave some ways behind to do things 
differently and progress. 
 
 A Paekākāriki Barefoot learner can be flexible when faced with change and support others to cope with 
change.  
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WHATS HAPPENING AT PAEKĀKĀRIKI SCHOOL 

Junior Winter sports  
Many thanks to Whaea Naomi for organising our teams to play, and to all the wonderful helpers who 
helped with transport and managing teams.  Year 7 and 8 - Senior Winter Sports is on Wednesday 26th 
August - please let us know if you can help transport or support one of our teams.   

What’s been happening in the Teina syndicate? 

“What did you do at school today?” 
“Nothing.” 

Sound familiar? 

Well, we thought you might like to know what that “nothing” actually looks like! 

There is, of course, a lot happening in our Teina classrooms and across our school each and every week. 
Alongside all of our important learning in literacy and numeracy, our students are busy learning and 
developing so many other skills, experiences and understandings. 

Did you know that in Teina, we practise mindfulness and learn about emotional regulation? We learn to 
take turns and share, we practise listening to others, how to manage disappointment and how to be 
part of a group. We learn how to look after each other and how to celebrate someone else’s success. 

We develop fine motor skills through drawing, cutting, gluing, threading and construction, and build our 
gross motor skills through running, jumping, balancing, throwing and catching. We learn songs - silly 
ones and serious ones, waiata and actions, we listen to and enjoy stories -  silly ones and serious ones, 
and explore patterns, shapes, measurement and counting through play. We investigate how things 
work, we experiment, create and make discoveries. 

We practise te reo Māori, learn about and observe tikanga, and care for our environment through 
rongoā. We visit the library, take part in assemblies, explore our school grounds and the students in TK 
are even lucky enough to experience nature school on Monday afternoons. 

We also do the things that don’t always fit neatly into a learning area. We try something that feels a 
little bit scary. We become confident enough to have a go. We learn that mistakes are part of learning. 
We love soup day, celebrating birthdays, sharing stories from home, looking for fairies, and, sometimes, 
find ourselves learning about capybaras! Contd...... 
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WHATS HAPPENING AT PAEKĀKĀRIKI SCHOOL 

Because our students are curious. They have questions. 
They notice things. They become fascinated by something 
and want to know more.  

So while the answer at home might still be “Nothing!”, 
rest assured that there is so much happening for your 
child in the Teina syndicate. 
 
The Teina kaiako are always busy creating opportunities 
for children to learn, explore, connect, create, wonder, 
move, communicate, problem-solve and grow — every 
single week. 
 
 

Tuakana  
As usual, we have a lot happening in the Senior Syndicate! 
Sports trips, Te Papa trips, College trips, Gearing up for Year 5 and 6 (and 4’s) camp next term and of 
course - LOTS OF LEARNING!! 

SLIPS theme is Earth, Air, Fire and/or Water. Personal choice re sharing back however, limited 
Chromebook usage is allowed. Get off those screens, kids! Sharing back is scheduled for Wednesday, 
Week 9. 

Phew- the year is zooming past! 



  6 

CURRICULUM 

 
There’s another week of Math-a-thon fun!  

Another week to get those bingo sheets and basic facts completed and into the draw! There are still 
plenty of opportunities to earn points and be in the running for some great sport prizes. 

We’ll wrap up our Math-a-thon with Pouawha Assembly and Maths Dress-Up Day on Friday 21 August. 
Get your thinking caps on and get ready to celebrate! 

WHAT CAN WE BE DOING AT HOME? 
Bingo sheets and Basic facts online and in school  
 

Targeted Skills Practice:  for Year 3 to Year 8 NZC Maths Practice 
             https://nzc-maths-practice.nz/ 
 

 Fun Everyday Activities: Maths at Our House - Tāhūrangi 

 https://www.education.govt.nz/parents-and-caregivers/schools-year-0-13/parent-portal/maths-
practice  
 

 

 

   
 
 
 
 

https://nzc-maths-practice.nz/?fbclid=IwcGRvZgFleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETF3d3g3eU9vOWJ4djU3UVVOc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHlwnidjKy7MVIYTFkpiDBOO0DvfUjERGjA3IivhLWpt4LhNMajeTD3tdaoZa_aem_IQmOHdPLIyVrKAfKr1h7QA
https://www.education.govt.nz/parents-and-caregivers/schools-year-0-13/parent-portal/maths-practice
https://www.education.govt.nz/parents-and-caregivers/schools-year-0-13/parent-portal/maths-practice
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COMMUNICATIONS 

House Points 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to Wainui for being our Term 2 winners.  

 
From the Board of Trustees 
The next BOT meeting will be held on 7 September.  
 
From the PTA 
Math-athon news  
It’s not too late to sign up! 
 
Here’s the link: https://paekakarikimathathon.raiseit.co.nz/ 

All monies raised will go towards the upkeep of our swimming pool.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wainui 

 

Pouawha 

 

 

Haumia 

 

 

Miriona 

 

 

Term 1 319 238 260 222 

Term 2 410 325 376 368 

https://paekakarikimathathon.raiseit.co.nz/


 

 
 
School Gate Safety   
For the safety of our tamariki, all of 
our school gates need to be closed during school hours. Please make sure 
you close the gates behind you, thank you. 

 
Bikes and Scooters 
We are very lucky in Paekākāriki to have a safe community in which to 
cycle. Students and whanau who cycle, scooter, skateboard, or roller 
blade to school please remember you must WALK  in and out of the 
school grounds. This helps keep other cyclists and pedestrians safe. No 
wheels to be used after 8:30 or before 3:15. Students who wish to ride 
bikes, scooters etc at lunch time need to be wearing shoes and a cycle helmet. 
 

Managing concerns and incidents 
Our school is committed to fostering a respectful, inclusive, and supportive environment for all members 
of our school community. Anyone who wants to bring a matter to the attention of the school is 
encouraged to follow our concerns and complaints procedures, including contacting an appropriate 
person at the school. We expect concerns and complaints to be raised respectfully, constructively, and 
with a willingness to work collaboratively to resolve the matter.  
 

Calendar 

 To find out what is happening at Paekākāriki School please go to our  Community Calendar   -  events will 

also be linked to the Facebook page. 
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?
src=paekakariki.school.nz_3i1d30lhk9bekr3ferb8f4qack@group.calendar.google.com&ctz=Pacific/
Auckland  

 

School Newsletter 
Our school newsletter is published 3 times a term, with all other urgent messages sent out via Hero, email 
and/or the Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/PaekākārikiSchool/ ). 

Website  
www.paekakariki.school.nz  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

SCHOOL NOTICES 
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