
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

IMPORTANT DATES  
 

TERM 3 2026  

20th July - Start of term 

30th July - Dental Van visit 

3rd Aug - BOT Meeting 

4th & 5th Aug - Learning 
Conferences 

12th Aug - Jnr Winter  

Tournament Yr 5/6 

24th Aug - TeacherOnlyDay 

26th Aug - Snr Winter 
Tournament 7/8 

7th Sept - BOT Meeting 

22nd September KC Option 
Day Yr 8 

25th Sept - Last day of term 

 

 

TERM DATES  2026 

Term1: Feb 3rd - April 2nd 

TOD - Mar 27th 

Term 2: Apr 20th - Jul 3rd 

Kings Bday:  1st June 

TOD - 2 June 

Matariki  - 10th July 

Term 3 -  Jul 20th - Sept 25th 

TOD—24th August 

Term 4 - Oct 12th - Dec 17th  

Paekākāriki School 

Home of the barefoot learner 

Pānui                        

Term 3 Week 1 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL..... 
 

Nau mai haere mai 

Growing Barefoot Learners: Why We Do The "Hard Stuff" 
At Paekākāriki School, being a barefoot learner isn't just a metaphor; it’s about 
being grounded, connected, and willing to feel the ground beneath our feet, 
even when it's cold, damp, or a little bit prickly. 

Lately, we’ve been focusing on a really important part of that journey: doing the 
hard stuff and being 1% better every day. 

When children are learning, they naturally want to stay where it feels safe and 
comfortable. But real growth doesn't happen in the comfort zone. It happens 
when we step into the Stretch Zone. 

When a child encounters a math problem that makes them pause, a reading 
book with unfamiliar words, or a playground game where they don’t win, they 
are standing right on the edge of their Stretch Zone. 

As Barefoot Learners, we don't want our kids to back away from that edge. We 
want them to take a deep breath and step forward. Why? Because struggle is 
actually the sound of the brain growing. Every time we challenge ourselves, our 
brains build new pathways. If everything we did at school was easy, we wouldn't 
actually be learning anything new at all! 
 

HOW YOU CAN HELP AT HOME 
We can all work together to help our young Barefoot Learners embrace the 
challenge. Here are three simple things you can try at home this week: 

Change the praise: Instead of saying, "You’re so smart!" when they finish 
something quickly, try saying, "I love how hard you worked on that. It wasn't 
easy, but you didn't give up!" 
Normalise mistakes: Share your own daily "oops" moments. Let them see 
that adults make mistakes, get frustrated, and have to try again, too. 
Use the power of "Yet": When your child says, "I can't do this," gently add 
the most important word in the learning dictionary: "...yet." 

 
Thank you for partnering with us as we encourage our tamariki to kick off their 
shoes, step out of their comfort zones, and discover just how capable they 
really are. 
 

Here's to doing the hard stuff together. 
Ngā mihi nui 
Julia 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION....... 

Important Information 
2026 TERM DATES 

 
Term 3: Jul 20th - Sept 25th  
Teacher Only Day Monday 24 August 
 
Term 4: Oct 12th - Dec 17th  
Teacher Only Day Friday 23rd Oct 

 
2027 TERM DATES 

 
Term 1: Feb 3rd - April 9th 
Easter break 26th - 30th March 
Term 2: April 27th - July 2nd 
Term 3: July 19th - September 24th 
Term 4: October 11th - December 15th 
* 3 Teacher Only Days to be booked during the year                                                                                                                                                                                                         
 

Did You Know? 
We will be holding a Whānau Information Evening on Monday, August 24th, to explain some of the 
recent changes in education and outline our approach to teaching and learning at Paekākāriki 
School. 
The Bee Healthy dental van is visiting us this term. 

Thursday is our “soup day” - healthy soup for our tamariki - for all those who want it!  
Math-athon week 4 - look out for the newsletter with details for Math Week.  
 

Spotlight On  After-School Care  

Kia ora Paekākāriki School whānau, 
We're excited to introduce Paekākāriki Play Club - a new after-school programme for tamariki at our 
school, run right here in Room 5. 
 
Play Club runs Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, 3–5pm in Room 5, Paekākāriki School. It's a relaxed, 
supervised space where kids can play freely, connect with friends, and just be kids for a couple of hours 
after school. 
 
The programme is run by a small group of school parents, with support from our lovely carers Else and 
Rowan. Play Club is a non-profit charitable trust; community-run and community-focused. 
 
Limited spaces are now available for Term 3 enrolments. Fees are $55 per child, per week, with sibling 
discounts available. Fees are invoiced termly and paid weekly in advance. 

Find out more and enrol at playclubpaekakariki.org.nz 
Or get in touch at kiaora@playclubpaekakariki.org.nz 

Ngā mihi, 
The Play Club Paekākāriki Team 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.google.com_url-3Fsource-3Dgmail-26sa-3DE-26q-3Dhttp-3A__playclubpaekakariki.org.nz&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=UBgk6wtIFYywLGT-JZ8SuQDKDNbWxa--WrSBMCVmTYA&m=e67iRUy3xXCYQdJt
mailto:kiaora@playclubpaekakariki.org.nz
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

Welcome 
This term, we warmly welcome Jaka Nolan, Zadie Enright, Oli Lynch, Maggie Duff-Jansen and Lanuola 
Aniseko to our Kura.  
 

Congratulations  
Congratulations to Alex Russell, Isla McClure, Felix Jaray and Miles Warden, who had their names drawn 
for the PB4L Stones afternoon tea at the end of the term Assembly  
 

Many thanks  
A huge thank you to Sally, Naomi, and all of our wonderful soup volunteers who are going to provide 
delicious soup for our tamariki each week this term.  
 
We are incredibly fortunate to have such a supportive community. A shout-out goes to our gardeners 
and Potty Potters, whose funding helps make this initiative possible. 
 

Positive Behaviour for Learning (PB4L)  - Barefoot Learner Focus  
 "E koekoe te tūī, e ketekete te kākā, e kūkū te kererū" - "The tūī chatters, the kākā cackles and the kererū 
coos"  
A beautiful metaphor for diverse thinking and perspectives — perfect for discovery and encouraging 
tamariki to ask questions in their own way. 
 
 A Paekākāriki Barefoot learner can ask questions to discover new things. They can try to figure things 
out and explain their thinking to others.  
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WHATS HAPPENING AT PAEKĀKĀRIKI SCHOOL 

Learning Conferences 

These valuable opportunities to connect face-to-face and discuss your child’s learning will take place 
again in Term 3. There will be an option to meet via a Google Meet link or in person. If you would like to 
meet online, can you please email your child’s whanau teacher letting them know this is your 
preference. If we don’t hear from you, we will assume that you are coming in to see us. 

The Term 3 conferences will be held on: 
Tuesday, August 4th from 3:15 - 7:30 pm.  
Wednesday, August 5th from 3:15 - 6pm 

From Friday, July 24th, you will be able to book your interviews through Hero. We have enough slots for 
one interview per child. If both parents would like to attend, you will need to attend the same 
interview.  

Junior Playground 
The junior playground was repaired over the recent school holidays. It is now open again, and we’re 
excited to be able to start using it again. Over the next few years, we will embark on a design and 
fundraising process to rebuild this 
important element of our environment.  

Emergency Drills 
Every term, we practice various 
emergency drills, but on day one this 
term, we had the opportunity for a ‘real’ 
fire evacuation. Not long after our mihi 
whakatau had finished, we heard the 
‘evacuate the building’ siren. Everyone 
did an amazing job of moving out to our 
assembly point. The local fire brigade 
attended, checked the buildings and let 
us know that it was safe to go back inside. It will definitely be a day to remember for our new students, 
whānau and staff. 
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CURRICULUM 

 
Yesterday we started off with a discovery day around the concept Earth, Wind, Fire and Water. We’re 
looking forward to another exciting term of hands-on learning, discovery, and creative thinking. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Math-athon  
Look out for how you can help and support your child at home in problem solving, practising basic facts 
and completing math challenges during Math Week.  (Week 4 of Term 3 ) see Hero post letter coming 
out shortly. 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

House Points 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to Wainui for being our Term 2 winners.  

 
From Our Students 
What do you think about Play Club?  
 
“ It’s great, you get to hang out with your friends after school”  
 
“You get to do a lot of pretty cool stuff”  
 
“You get free time and can go indoors and outdoors”  
 
“I wish you could get some not-so-healthy things to eat 
sometimes”  
 
“It’s really fun”  
 

From the Board of Trustees 
The next BOT meetings will be held on 3 August and 7 
September.  
 
From the PTA 
Our next PTA meeting is on 27th July.  
The Maths-a-thon is a fun way for tamariki to practise their basic facts and problem-solving skills while 
raising funds 
 for our school. Every dollar raised helps enhance learning opportunities and our school environment. 
Thank you for your continued support of Paekākāriki School. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wainui 

 

Pouawha 

 

 

Haumia 

 

 

Miriona 

 

 

Term 1 319 238 260 222 

Term 2 410 325 376 368 



 

 
 
School Gate Safety   
For the safety of our tamariki, all of 
our school gates need to be closed during school hours. Please make sure 
you close the gates behind you, thank you. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Bikes and Scooters 
We are very lucky in Paekākāriki to have a safe community in which to cycle. Students and whanau who 
cycle, scooter, skateboard, or roller blade to school please remember you must WALK  in and out of the 
school grounds. This helps keep other cyclists and pedestrians safe. No wheels to be used after 8:30 or 
before 3:15. Students who wish to ride bikes, scooters etc at lunch time need to be wearing shoes and a 
cycle helmet. 
 

Managing concerns and incidents 
Our school is committed to fostering a respectful, inclusive, and supportive environment for all members 
of our school community. Anyone who wants to bring a matter to the attention of the school is 
encouraged to follow our concerns and complaints procedures, including contacting an appropriate 
person at the school. We expect concerns and complaints to be raised respectfully, constructively, and 
with a willingness to work collaboratively to resolve the matter.  
 

Calendar 

 To find out what is happening at Paekākāriki School please go to our  Community Calendar   -  events will 

also be linked to the Facebook page. 
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?
src=paekakariki.school.nz_3i1d30lhk9bekr3ferb8f4qack@group.calendar.google.com&ctz=Pacific/
Auckland  

 

School Newsletter 
Our school newsletter is published 3 times a term, with all other urgent messages sent out via Hero, email 
and/or the Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/PaekākārikiSchool/ ). 

Website  
www.paekakariki.school.nz  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

SCHOOL NOTICES 
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