
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

IMPORTANT DATES  
 

TERM 2 2026  

1st June  - Kings Birthday 
holiday 

2nd June - Teacher Only day 

8th June - BOT hui 

19th June - Cross Country 

3rd July - Last day of term 

10th July - Matariki holiday 

(no school event) 

 

TERM DATES  2026 

Term1: Feb 3rd - April 2nd 

TOD - Mar 27th 

Term 2: Apr 20th - Jul 3rd 

Kings Bday:  1st June 

TOD - 2 June 

Matariki  - 10th July 

Term 3 -  Jul 20th - Sept 25th 

Term 4 - Oct 12th - Dec 17th  

TOD - 23rd Oct 

Paekākāriki School 

Home of the barefoot learner 

Pānui                        

Term 2 Week 5 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL..... 
 

Nau mai haere mai 

 
You have probably read or heard through various media channels that, how 
schools collect student achievement information and report this to parents is 
changing due to new requirements from the Ministry of Education. 
 
At Paekākāriki School, we are continuing to utilise the systems we have in place 
and are incorporating the new requirements to help us develop systems that 
give whanau clear, meaningful information about their child’s progress, 
achievement and next learning steps. 
 
For students in Years 3–8, we complete formal assessments in reading, writing 
and mathematics twice each year. In Phases 2 and 3 (years 4 - 8), this includes 
the use of PAT assessments, alongside a range of other assessment tools, work 
samples and teacher observations. In Phase 1, children also complete phonics 
checks at 20 and 40 weeks of schooling. 
 
Whānau will continue to receive updated achievement information twice yearly 
shared through Hero and informed by assessment information, classroom 
learning and teacher observations. Reporting will  include the new progress 
descriptors: Emerging, Developing, Consolidating, Proficient and Exceeding in 
relation to your child’s learning against the Year group curriculum for the year 
they are classified as. So, for example a Year 5 student has their achievement 
and progress measured in reading, writing and maths  against the Year 5 
curriculum regardless of where they are currently working.  
 
Alongside this, we will continue our Sharing of Learning Hero posts, and learning 
conferences giving students and whānau regular opportunities to celebrate 
progress and discuss learning across the curriculum. 
 
We are still working with Hero to finalise the ‘Report’ page for you to receive 
this information by the end of this term. In Term 3 we will hold a Whānau Hui to 
explain and unpack these changes in more detail. We really are ‘building the 
plane as we’re flying’ and responding to continual changes from the MOE, we 
appreciate your patience as we work to get this right. 
 
Ngā mihi nui 
Julia 
 



  2 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION....... 

2026 TERM DATES 
 

Term 2: Apr 20th - Jul 3rd 
King's Birthday  Monday 1st June  
Teacher Only Day  Tuesday 2 June  
 
Term 3: Jul 20th - Sept 25th  
Teacher Only Day Monday 24 August 
 
Term 4: Oct 12th - Dec 17th  
Teacher only Day Friday 23rd Oct 

 
Did You Know? 
 

We have a Teacher Only Day on Tuesday, June 2nd - this is the third of four days learning about the 
new maths curriculum. 

 

Dogs must be on a leash when coming onto school grounds. 
 

Bikes, scooters etc can not be ridden on school grounds between 8:20 and 9:00 am, nor between 
3:00 and 3:15 pm. This is to keep everyone safe. 

 
We will be holding a Whānau Information Evening on Monday August 24th to explain some of the 
recent changes in education and outline our approach to teaching and learning at Paekākāriki 
School. 

 

Potty Potters are looking for a soup co-ordinator for our soup in schools programme in term 3. 
Please get in touch if you are interested administration@paekakariki.school.nz. 

 

We have used funds raised from plant sales to landscape the school garden, it’s looking great and is 
now a useable and accessible space for all. 

 Before        After 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION....... 

SPOTLIGHT - PINK SHIRT DAY – STANDING TOGETHER AGAINST BULLYING 

On Friday, we recognised Pink Shirt Day — celebrating kindness, inclusion, and standing together 
against bullying. 
We often talk with students about what bullying is. Bullying is an unreasonable and repeated behaviour 
over time that causes harm to an individual or group of people. It is not bullying when it is a one-off 
argument, mutual conflict between equals, or a single act of unkindness. 
At Paekākāriki School, we are committed to creating a safe, caring environment where every child feels 
valued and supported. As a PB4L school, we encourage positive relationships, respect, and speaking up 
when something doesn’t feel right. 
Thank you to everyone for wearing pink and helping us promote kindness and inclusion at our kura! 
 

Congratulations  
At the Wainui assembly this week, Friday 22nd 9.15 am, we will be 
giving out free passes to Strive to be fit for two winners. We received 
the following comments: “Your students were extremely helpful and 
respectful today - they represented your school amazingly, you 
should be very proud of them”.  
 
We have the following book in our library - look out for this awesome 
book about a whānau rock pooling.   
 

Many thanks  
The Paekākāriki PTA would like to say a big thank you to all the wonderful families who brought in the 
delicious baking for the car boot sale on Saturday.   Your hard work and effort was greatly appreciated 
by the PTA AND the lucky recipients of the baking!! 
 

Interschool Swimming 
Earlier this term a group of our tamariki 
participated in the interschool swimming festival 
at the Coastlands Aquatic Centre. Well done to 
everyone who participated - it was a great day. 
Thank you to all the parents who helped with 
transport and supervision on the day. 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION....... 

Positive Behaviour for Learning (PB4L)  - Barefoot Learner Focus  
 

Manaaki / Respectful  
A Paekākāriki Barefoot learner shows respect to all those who help me learn at Paekākāriki School. 

"Ehara taku toa i te toa takitahi, engari he toa takitini." 

"My strength is not as an individual, but as a collective." 

This whakataukī reminds us to value and respect the contributions of others, whether they are our 
peers, elders, or the community. It encourages humility, collaboration, and the importance of collective 
wisdom. 

SOUP CO-ORDINATOR WANTED! 

We are looking for a community-minded person to help co-ordinate our wonderful Soup in 
Schools initiative during Term 3. 

This role involves around 4 hours per week, organising our amazing soup cooks and servers who 
help provide delicious homemade soup for our tamariki each Thursday. Our programme is 
generously supported by the Potty Potters. 

WHAT’S INVOLVED? 

Communicating with volunteer soup cooks and servers 
 
Helping organise the weekly roster 

 
Ensuring soup is delivered to school by 1:30pm each Thursday 

 
Supporting the smooth running of this much-loved initiative 

 
Soup is usually prepared off-site and delivered to school ready for serving. A koha is provided 
for the co-ordinator role, and soup-making supplies are available. 

If you’d like to support this valuable community 
programme, please get in touch with the 
school office,  we’d love to hear from you! 
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WHATS HAPPENING AT PAEKĀKĀRIKI SCHOOL 

 

School Cross Country 
This year, our school cross-country will be held on Friday, 19th June. Training will begin in earnest this term, and 
we recommend that students bring a spare change of clothes in case of rain or mud. Our races will once again 
take place at Campbell Park, starting with the senior events, with junior races scheduled for later on in the 
afternoon.  Please see the Hero post later on in the term for further details. 

Strive to be fit  
Last week, we had the wonderful people from Strive Fitness come and join us for skills, games and a whole lot of 
fun. We had lots of great comments from the students, such as “ I hope they come back and work with us 
again”,  “We had fun, and it made us feel confident”, “The games we played were great”  
Thank you, Carl and Chris, who are from “Strive to be fit” in Paraparaumu.  
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CURRICULUM 

 

Tuakana Update 
It’s a busy term for the Tuakana Syndicate! A lot of learning, a lot of trips, a lot of fun! We begin with Food and 
Nutrition. This term we will be having a qualified food nutritionist come in for two one hour sessions to educate 
our tamariki about how to make healthy food and lifestyle choices. ‘Food for Thought’ is a National Nutrition 
Education Programme based on the New Zealand Curriculum and an inquiry-based learning approach. We have 
used this program for many years now and it is always hugely successful and of high interest for our tamariki.  
Part of the programme includes a trip to the supermarket to reinforce some of the content covered in the lessons. 
We will also be visiting the library and the pools as part of ‘being healthy’. 

Later in the term some students will be attending National Young Leaders Day in the city, and our Year 8’s will be 
visiting Kapiti College. 

Alongside this we continue with our in-class Spelling, Reading, Writing and Math, Kapa Haka and Te Reo Māori. 
We also are working hard on inquiry learning, handwriting and of course- electives! Busybusy. 

Teina Update 
Kia ora whānau, 
It’s been a wonderful start to Term 2 in Teina, with lots of exciting learning already underway. 
 
This year, our inquiry theme is Earth, Wind, Fire and Water, and this term we are exploring Matariki. Through  
stories, art, discussion, and hands-on experiences, learners will be developing their understanding of the stars of 
Matariki, reflection, celebration, and connections to the natural world. 
 
In Te Kōhanga, tamariki have been thoroughly enjoying Nature School on Monday afternoons with Whaea Judith. 
These sessions provide wonderful opportunities for exploration, creativity, problem-solving, and connecting with 
the environment through play and discovery. 
 
In Ngā Kākano, learners have recently filled their reward jar through consistently demonstrating awesome mat 
manners. To celebrate their teamwork and positive choices, they will be heading to Campbell Park as their special 
reward. 
 
Across the syndicate, we continue to build strong foundations in Structured Literacy, mathematics, and oral lan-
guage through engaging and purposeful learning experiences. 
 
Cross-country is coming up later this term, and we will soon begin practise. Please ensure your child has suitable 
footwear and a warm change of clothes at school this term, especially as the weather becomes cooler and  
muddier! 
 
Thank you for your continued support — we’re looking forward to another fantastic term of learning and growth 
in Teina. 
 

House Points 
Congratulations to Wainui 
for being term 1 winners. 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

 

From the POTTY POTTERS 
Thank you so much for everyone who supported the school nursery plant sale on 8 May, and also the pop-up 
sale on 17 May. 
We raised over $9000 from these sales, and once we deduct expenses and costs in relation to our October sale 
(e.g. buying seeds) we will be able to make a large transfer of $ to the school. Some of this will fund the winter 
soup programme in Term 3, and other needs that Julia has identified. 
  
If you would still like to buy plants, the nursery will be open for sales this Friday from 10am – noon. Bank transfer 
or cash, though we won’t have a cash float. If you have a large area to plant out, we do bulk deals of native 
plants, at reduced prices. There are lots of shade loving plants as well e.g. clivias and bromeliads. 
  
You can also contact me directly next weekend  sallyhep@outlook.com, 0212390872, and I can meet you at the 
nursery at an agreed time. 

I also want to acknowledge the support we get from Julia, Judith, Raima, Marnie, and other staff, the children, 
the Board, PTA, and our wonderful group of volunteers, and others from the community. Thank you all. 

mailto:sallyhep@outlook.com
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COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Update from the PTA 
 May gala – wrap up 
A big thank you to everyone who supported our May Plant Sale/Gala. Even though the weather was a bit 
temperamental, it was wonderful to see the kids proudly running their stalls and bringing the day to life, and to 
see the local community enjoying the Tamariki’s Term 1 local history projects. We raised a total of $928 on the 
day, in addition to all the hard mahi of the Potty Potters. 
  
A special thank you to Jo for looking after the tearoom, and to all the whānau who baked and dropped off 
delicious goodies — you helped make it such a hit. Thank you Corrina and whānau, who kept everyone fed on the 
BBQ despite it not being ideal BBQ weather, and to the Bailey whānau for their donation of flowers, ideally timed 
for Mother’s Day . 
  
To the PTA team — Paddy, Rach, Erin, Jules and Maree — thank you for all the hard work behind the scenes to 
make the day a success. 
  
Get in touch with the PTA 
It’s time for a well-earned breather before we turn our sights to the Labour Day Gala. If you’re keen to get 
involved, or have ideas to share, please get in touch with the PTA. We’d love extra hands to help with 
entertainment, kids’ activities, sponsorship/raffles, or on the BBQ. Get in touch by 
emailing paekakarikischoolpta@gmail.com or complete this volunteer form.  
https://forms.gle/RVD62sFr5XnxWq996 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

Deals were a foot  

negotiating flowers   Tearoom delights 
for a mothers day gift, serious  Photos by Nick White  
business!   
Photo by Emily Bayliss 
     
 
 
 

mailto:paekakarikischoolpta@gmail.com
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__forms.gle_RVD62sFr5XnxWq996&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=RLRgkui7EbHJfnrFPdwpn-eztpQfGIYwDJmdygBaTbs&m=K917Afijfj-U9O0WvsrtUl9esAWBoCaon0Hkkai9ObgXNVnAMrpXyBDIBGayd_lN&s=HWqsahmC
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COMMUNICATIONS 

 

From the Board of Trustees 
The next BOT meetings will be held on May 4th and June 8th. 

 
Policy Review 
- EOTC Education outside the classroom 
- EOTC Governance Roles and Responsibilities 
- EOTC Risk Assessment and Management  
- School Swimming Pool / Swimming off Site  
 
Review to be completed by May 29th   
 
 
To participate in this review, please  

1.Visit the  website   https://paekakariki.schooldocs.co.nz/1893.htm    

2.Enter the username (paekakariki) and password (wellington). 

3.Follow the link to the relevant policy as listed. 

4.Read the policy. 

5.Click the Policy Review button at the top right-hand corner of the page. 

6.Select the reviewer type "Parent". 

7.Enter your name (optional). 

8.Submit your ratings and comments. 

If you don't have internet access, the school office staff can provide you with printed copies of the policy and a 
review form           
 
 

https://paekakariki.schooldocs.co.nz/1893.htm


 

School Gate Safety   
For the safety of our tamariki, all of 
our school gates need to be closed during 
school hours. Please make sure you close 
the gates behind you, thank you. 
 

Bikes and Scooters 
We are very lucky in Paekākāriki to have a 
safe community in which to cycle. 
Students and whanau who cycle, scooter, 
skateboard, or roller blade to school 
please remember you must WALK  in and 
out of the school grounds. This helps keep other cyclists and pedestrians 
safe. No wheels to be used after 8:30 or before 3:15. Students who wish 
to ride bikes, scooters etc at lunch time need to be wearing shoes and a 
cycle helmet. 
 

Managing concerns and incidents 

Our school is committed to fostering a respectful, inclusive, and 
supportive environment for all members of our school community. 
Anyone who wants to bring a matter to the attention of the school is 
encouraged to follow our concerns and complaints procedures, 
including contacting an appropriate person at the school. We expect 
concerns and complaints to be raised respectfully, constructively, and 
with a willingness to work collaboratively to resolve the matter.  
 

Calendar 

 To find out what is happening at Paekākāriki School please go to 

our  Community Calendar   -  events will also be linked to the Facebook 
page. 
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?
src=paekakariki.school.nz_3i1d30lhk9bekr3ferb8f4qack@group.calenda
r.google.com&ctz=Pacific/Auckland  

 

School Newsletter 
Our school newsletter is published 3 times a term, with all other urgent 
messages sent out via Hero, email and/or the Facebook page (https://
www.facebook.com/PaekākārikiSchool/ ). 

Website  
www.paekakariki.school.nz  

 
 
 
 

 

SCHOOL NOTICES 
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