
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

IMPORTANT DATES  
 

TERM 2 2026  

27TH April - ANZAC holiday 

4th May - BOT hui 

9th May - Plant sale & Gala 

1st June  - Kings Birthday 
holiday 

2nd June - Teacher Only day 

8th June - BOT hui 

19th June - Cross Country 

3rd July - Last day of term 

10th July - Matariki holiday 

(no school event) 

 

TERM DATES  2026 

Term1: Feb 3rd - April 2nd 

TOD - Mar 27th 

Term 2: Apr 20th - Jul 3rd 

Kings Bday:  1st June 

TOD - 2 June 

Matariki  - 10th July 

Term 3 -  Jul 20th - Sept 25th 

Term 4 - Oct 12th - Dec 17th  

TOD - 23rd Oct 

Paekākāriki School 

Home of the barefoot learner 

Pānui                        

Term 2 Week 2 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL..... 
 

Nau mai haere mai 

Welcome to Term 2, it’s great to be back! 
 
Many of you will know that alongside my role as principal, I have been  
undertaking a Doctor of Education (EdD). An EdD is a significant commitment,  
typically taking around six years to complete. I am now in my fifth year, and I 
feel very grateful to have been awarded study leave for 2026 to support the 
completion of this work. 
 
During this time, I will continue in my role as principal on a part-time basis while 
focusing on my research. I am very pleased that Judith will continue to work 
alongside me, sharing principal responsibilities and ensuring continuity in the 
day-to-day leadership of the school. 
 
My research focuses on students’ perceptions of their own well-being,  
particularly in relation to their sense of agency, voice, and belonging within the 
classroom. What makes this work distinctive is its strong emphasis on listening  
directly to students and taking their perspectives seriously as a source of insight 
for improving teaching and learning. Rather than relying solely on adult  
assumptions about what supports well-being, this research centres the  
experiences and understandings of our learners themselves. 
 
This work is important not only for our school but also for the wider education 
community, as it contributes to growing knowledge about how to create l 
earning environments where all students feel valued, empowered, and able to 
thrive. 
 
Thank you, as always, for your ongoing support. 
 
We have a number of events happening this term and would love to see 
whānau join us. Please read further in the newsletter for more information 
about: 

Plant Sale and Carboot Market 

140 Birthday Dinner and Dance 

School Cross Country 

 

Ngā mihi nui 
Julia 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION....... 

2026 TERM DATES 
 

Term 2: Apr 20th - Jul 3rd 
King's Birthday  Monday 1st June  
Teacher Only Day  Tuesday 2 June  
 
Term 3: Jul 20th - Sept 25th  
Teacher Only Day Monday 24 August 
 
Term 4: Oct 12th - Dec 17th  
Teacher only Day Friday 23rd Oct 

 
Did You Know? 

We have a Teacher Only Day on Tuesday, June 2nd - this is the third of four days learning about the 
updated Maths curriculum alongside teachers from other local schools. 
 
We have secured grant funding from Pelorus Trust and Pub Charity to help us resurface the basketball 
court. This is due to happen next month. 
 

We offer weekly private ukulele lessons at Kura 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION....... 

Spotlight on Health and PE  

As the cooler autumn and winter months arrive, we say goodbye to our swimming programme and shift 
our focus to cross-country training for Term 2. Alongside this, our youngest learners are engaging in 
PMP (Perceptual Motor Programme), a structured coordination programme that links physical  
movement with brain development. Through a range of fun, sequential activities using specialised 
equipment, PMP supports children to build essential motor skills that are the foundation for many  
classroom learning tasks. This programme is especially valuable for our five-year-olds, helping them  
develop coordination, balance, cognitive functioning, and social and problem-solving skills. It also  
strengthens short-term auditory memory, hand-eye coordination, and overall physical fitness - setting 
them up for success both in the playground and the classroom. 
 

Welcome 

This term, we warmly welcome Grace Paranihi-Wardle and Tukariri Heperi. 
 

Congratulations  
Congratulations to our end-of-term 1 PB4L winners: Maddison Simpson, Zephyr Genter, Laylah Croton 
and Olive Batsford, recognised for demonstrating our Kura values and earning PB4L stones.  
 
 

Many thanks  
To the Olde Beach Bakery for the donation of delicious cupcakes and friands for our Birthday party last 
term. 

 
 
 



  4 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION....... 

 
 
Positive Behaviour for Learning (PB4L)  - Barefoot Learner Focus  
 

"He aroha whakatō, he aroha puta mai." 
If kindness is sown, then kindness you shall receive. 
 
Manaakitanga/ Awhi  Caring for others 
A Paekākāriki Barefoot Learner shows kindness towards others in their learning environment  
 
 

Attendance 

A reminder that the Ministry of Education requires regular attendance for all students. ‘Regular’  
attendance is defined as 90% or higher. However, the Ministry of Education analysis shows that every 
day has a cumulative impact on a child’s learning, and there is no ‘safe’ level of non-attendance. In  
addition to regular attendance, being on time for school is also very important. We are required to  
report our attendance data to the Ministry each term, and this is analysed to help us identify trends and 
patterns.  
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WHATS HAPPENING AT PAEKĀKĀRIKI SCHOOL 

 

Plant Sale and Carboot Market 
 
 
140 Years Birthday Dinner and Dance 
140th Anniversary of Paekākāriki School - Dinner, 
dance and boogie! $30 

Yes, 1886 to 2026! We'd love to celebrate with  
anyone who has a connection to the almost oldest 
primary school in Kapiti. There'll be music from over 
the eras and a buffet dinner. Dress up in the style of 
your favourite decade and bring your best dance 
moves. 
 

School Cross Country 
This year, our school cross country will be held on 
Friday 19th June. Training will begin in earnest this 
term, and we recommend that students bring a 
spare change of clothes in case of rain or mud. Our 
races will once again take place at Campbell Park, 
starting with the senior events, with junior races 
scheduled for later on in the afternoon.  Please see 
the Hero post later on in the term for further details. 
 
 

After School Care 
Unfortunately, due to low enrolment numbers, FunZone will no longer be providing after-school care at  
Paekākāriki School. 

We understand that this may be challenging for some whānau, and we have explored alternative options.        
However, the limited demand means it is not currently viable to run an on-site programme at our school. 

For whanau still needing after-school care, there are a few nearby options you may wish to consider. Pukerua Bay 
School offers an after-school programme and welcomes enrolments from Paekākāriki students, although 
transport is not provided. 

SKiDs, based at Raumati Beach School, and Rebound, operating in Paraparaumu, have indicated they may be able 
to offer a pick-up service from Paekākāriki if there is sufficient interest. 

If you are seeking care, we encourage you to get in touch directly with these providers to explore what might 
work best for your family. 

https://www.skids.co.nz/book-with-us/ 

https://www.reboundnz.com/ 

https://pukeruabay.school.nz/a/LeaMehD 

https://www.skids.co.nz/book-with-us/
https://www.reboundnz.com/
https://pukeruabay.school.nz/a/LeaMehD
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CURRICULUM 

 

Concept Curriculum 
This year, our concept curriculum is centred around the powerful elements of Earth, Wind, Fire, and Water. These 
themes will guide learning across the school, providing rich, real-world contexts for inquiry, creativity, and  
exploration. Through these concepts, students will make connections across subjects, deepen their understanding 
of the natural world, and explore how these elements shape our lives and environment. 

In Term 2, our learning will also include a focus on Matariki, alongside other topics that emerge from students’ 
interests and questions. A key feature of our curriculum is the emphasis on student-led learning. This means     
students are encouraged to ask questions, follow their curiosities, and have a genuine voice in shaping their  
learning pathways. When students are actively involved in deciding what and how they learn, engagement      
deepens, ownership increases, and learning becomes more meaningful and lasting. 

We look forward to sharing this journey with you and celebrating the diverse and exciting learning that will unfold 
throughout the year. 
 

House Points 
 
 

Congratulations to Wainui for being term 1 winners 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

 

From the POTTY POTTERS 
It is now just over two weeks until our Mother’s Day weekend Plant sale on Saturday 9 May, 10am – 1pm. This is 
run in conjunction with the PTA car boot sale, café, sausage sizzle, and games. 
We have a wide range of winter vegetables seedlings for sale e.g. broccoli, cauliflower, kale, silver beet, and  
rainbow beet. 
 
We also have native trees, flaxes and grasses, perennials, shade loving plants e.g clivias, herbs, succulents, ferns, 
houseplants, special plants for Mother’s Day, and much more. 
 
Gardening experts will be on hand to answer your questions, and we also have two sample gardens where you can 
see a variety of plants, all of which we have in stock. 
 
Our prices are very reasonable and payment is by cash, EFT-POS, or bank transfer. We look forward to seeing you 
there. Please tell your friends and family. 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

 

From the PTA 
 
Autumn Plant sale and May Gala, Saturday 9 May, 10 am–1 pm 
This year’s Autumn Plant Sale and May Gala, featuring the popular autumn plant sale and car boot sale, will also 
include a mini celebration of our school’s 140th anniversary, including some old school, Top Town - style  
challenges. The Tamariki Term 1 history projects will be available to view in the school hall on the day for those 
who were not able to attend the end of Term 1 event. 
  
Plant Sale – Potty Potters 
The Potty Potters are in full swing with preparations for the Plant Sale. Please see below for more details and    
information about the great work they have been doing. 
  
 Car Boot Sale – 10am – 1pm 
Book a space, bring your car and sell your items from the boot, $28 per space. Sign up here https://
events.humanitix.com/paekakariki-school-car-boot-sale-2026. Please share this with family, friends and neighbours 
who may be keen. 
  
Top Town–Style Sports 
Top Town–style old school sports will take place from 11 am. Start your training now – get out your eggs and 
spoons, find your old sacks, and get ready for a bit of classic fun. Rally up your neighbours and help spread the 
word. 

https://events.humanitix.com/paekakariki-school-car-boot-sale-2026
https://events.humanitix.com/paekakariki-school-car-boot-sale-2026
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COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Policy Review 
- EOTC Education outside the classroom 
- EOTC Governance Roles and Responsibilities 
- EOTC Risk Assessment and Management  
- School Swimming Pool / Swimming off Site  
 
Review to be completed by May 29th   
 
 
To participate in this review, please  

1.Visit the  website   https://paekakariki.schooldocs.co.nz/1893.htm    

2.Enter the username (paekakariki) and password (wellington). 

3.Follow the link to the relevant policy as listed. 

4.Read the policy. 

5.Click the Policy Review button at the top right-hand corner of the page. 

6.Select the reviewer type "Parent". 

7.Enter your name (optional). 

8.Submit your ratings and comments. 

If you don't have internet access, the school office staff can provide you with printed copies of the policy and a 
review form           
 
 
 

https://paekakariki.schooldocs.co.nz/1893.htm


 

 
School Gate Safety   

For the safety of our tamariki, all of 
our school gates need to be closed during 
school hours. Please make sure you close 
the gates behind you, thank you. 

 
Calendar 

 To find out what is happening at 

Paekākāriki School please go to 
our  Community Calendar   -  events will 
also be linked to the Facebook page. 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?
src=paekakariki.school.nz_3i1d30lhk9bekr3ferb8f4qack@group.calenda
r.google.com&ctz=Pacific/Auckland  

School Newsletter 

Our school newsletter is published 3 times a term, with all other urgent 
messages sent out via Hero, email and/or the Facebook page (https://
www.facebook.com/PaekākārikiSchool/ ). 

Website  
www.paekakariki.school.nz  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

SCHOOL NOTICES 

 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=paekakariki.school.nz_3i1d30lhk9bekr3ferb8f4qack@group.calendar.google.com&ctz=Pacific/Auckland
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=paekakariki.school.nz_3i1d30lhk9bekr3ferb8f4qack@group.calendar.google.com&ctz=Pacific/Auckland
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=paekakariki.school.nz_3i1d30lhk9bekr3ferb8f4qack@group.calendar.google.com&ctz=Pacific/Auckland
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=paekakariki.school.nz_3i1d30lhk9bekr3ferb8f4qack@group.calendar.google.com&ctz=Pacific/Auckland
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=paekakariki.school.nz_3i1d30lhk9bekr3ferb8f4qack@group.calendar.google.com&ctz=Pacific/Auckland
https://www.facebook.com/PaekakarikiSchool/
https://www.facebook.com/PaekakarikiSchool/
http://www.paekakariki.school.nz


Community Notices 



Community Notices 

 

Is your child ready to get creative this term? Enroll them in our Term 2 Mandala Art Sessions and watch their 

imagination come to life! 

 

Engross yourself in the mesmerising world of mark-making and mindfulness. We’ll explore vibrancy and dancing 

shapes using a variety of mediums—from the fluid beauty of watercolour to the rich textures of oil pastel and ink. 

 

Your child will learn to design and create stunning mandala pieces they will truly be proud of. 

 

The Details: 

 When: Tuesdays, starting 5th May 

 Time: 4:00pm – 5:15pm 

 Where: Raumati Beach Technology Centre 

 Focus: Creativity, focus, and artistic exploration 

 

Spaces are limited! Secure your child's spot now and let their creativity shine this autumn. 

"Where vibrancy meets mindfulness." 

Interested? Send me a message to book or for more info! 

office.artyfartykids@gmail.com 



Community Notices 


