
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

IMPORTANT DATES  
 

TERM 1 2026 
4th March - Photo day 

6th March - Pouawha 
Assembly 

16th March - PTA meeting 

19th March - Athletics 

23rd March - BOT meeting 

27th March - Teacher Only  

Day 

1st April - 140 yrs Birthday 
Celebration 

2nd April - Haumia Assembly 

2nd April—Last Day of Term 1 

 

 

TERM DATES  2026 

Term1: Feb 3rd - April 2nd 

TOD - Mar 27th 

Term 2: Apr 20th - Jul 3rd 

Kings Bday:  1st June 

TOD - 2 June 

Matariki  - 10th July 

Term 3 -  Jul 20th - Sept 25th 

Term 4 - Oct 12th - Dec 17th  

TOD - 23rd Oct 

Paekākāriki School 

Home of the barefoot learner 

Pānui                        

Term 1 Week 5 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL..... 
 

Nau mai haere mai, 

Movin’March  
Last week I cycled to work — a refreshing start to the day with fresh air, 
birdsong, and wind in my face. This time of year is perfect for goal setting, 
whether those goals are academic or focused on well-being. It’s a great 
opportunity to think about the small, positive habits we can build into our daily 
routines.  

With Movin’ March just around the corner, we’re encouraging our tamariki and 
whānau to consider walking, biking, scootering, or travelling actively to kura 
whenever possible. Every little bit counts! 

Reunification Drill - Friday, March 13th  
We will be carrying out a Full Reunification drill on Friday, March 13th. This will 
be a whole school exercise to prepare our community for the reality of an 
emergency situation and make sure we are prepared.  
 
The aim of a Reunification Drill is to make sure that your child(ren) can be cared 
for by people you have authorised to do so in the case of an emergency where 
the school has to close. The practise ensures that our systems work well, that 
adults know what is expected of them and that the children know what is going 
to happen. It also ensures that we have the correct emergency contact 
information for every child.  
 
What is going to happen: 
At approximately 2.25 pm there will be a ‘mock evacuation’. All children will 
assemble at the assembly point inside the basketball courts, this is our 
secondary assembly point. You will be able to collect your children from 2:45pm 
onwards. Authorised adults who are collecting children should be aware of the 
following procedures: 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

IMPORTANT DATES  
 

TERM 1 2026 
3rd Feb  - School starts 

11th Feb  - Swimming sports 

16th Feb  - BOT meeting 

19th Feb  - Pool party 

23rd Feb - PTA meeting 

4th March - Photo day 

6th March - Pouawha 
Assembly 

23rd March - BOT meeting 

26th March - Athletics 

27th March - Teacher Only  

Day 

1st April - 140 yrs Birthday 
Celebration 

2nd April - Haumia Assembly 

2nd April—Last Day of Term 1 

 

TERM DATES  2026 

Term1: Feb 3rd - April 2nd 

TOD - Mar 27th 

Term 2: Apr 20th - Jul 3rd 
Kings Bday:  1st June 

TOD - 2 June 

Matariki  - 10th July 

Term 3 -  Jul 20th - Sept 25th 

Term 4 - Oct 12th - Dec 17th  

TOD - 23rd Oct 

Paekākāriki School 

Home of the barefoot learner 

Pānui                        

Term 1 Week 5 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL CONTD..... 
 

When you come to school you will have to sign out your child/ren with the 
staff member at the entrance to the basketball courts. 
 
A staff member will then collect your child/ren and deliver them to you. 
 

Please move off the school grounds quickly, unfortunately this is not the 
time to linger and chat. 

 
No child will be released on this day until they have been signed out by one of the 

authorised adults listed on our Student Management System. 
 

Make sure you have at least two contacts listed with us and that at least 
one of these contacts is around to pick up your child on March 13th. As this 
is a drill you are able to plan, however, in a real emergency you won’t be 
able to, so it is advisable to make sure you have at least one contact listed 
who is local. Some parents have a family friend or relative down as the third 
contact for these sorts of emergencies.  

 

Make sure all contacts' phone and email details are up to date. Please 
email administration@paekakariki.school.nz if you wish to change any of 
these details.  

 

Make sure your child knows who can pick them up if their direct caregivers 
are not around, and make sure they match our records too. 

 
 
Ngā mihi  
Judith 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:administration@paekakariki.school.nz
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION....... 

Important Information   
 
2026 TERM DATES 
Term1: Feb 3rd - April 2nd 
 Teacher Only Day  Friday, Mar 27th  
 
Term 2: Apr 20th - Jul 3rd 
King's Birthday - Monday 1st June  
Teacher Only Day - Tuesday 2 June  
Matariki - Friday 10th July  
 
Term 3: Jul 20th - Sept 25th  
 
Term 4: Oct 12th - Dec 17th  
Teacher only Day Friday 23rd Oct 
 

Did You Know? 
 Each House Group hosts an assembly during the year. Our first assembly for the year is hosted by 
 Pouawha and is on Friday, March 6th at 9.15am  

 That every Tuesday our Year 7 and 8 students travel to the Raumati Technology Centre for their 
 ‘tech’ sessions, where they create all sorts of interesting and yummy things! 

 

Congratulations 

Paekākāriki School will be turning 140 at the end of the 
term — what a special milestone for our kura! Please 
save the date: 1st April. More details to come — make 
sure you come along and celebrate with us! 

 
 
Positive Behaviour for Learning (PB4L)  - Barefoot 
Learner Focus  for weeks 5 and 6 
He aha te mea nui o te Ao? Māku e kii atu, he tāngata, 
he tāngata, he tāngata.  
What is the most important thing in the world? Well, let me tell you, it is people, it is people, it is people 
 
A Paekākāriki Barefoot learner - can be in the right place at the right time doing the right thing.  
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WHATS HAPPENING AT PAEKĀKĀRIKI SCHOOL 

 

Radio Station  
Did you know our Radio DJs are supported and receive training on becoming a Radio superstar?  
Thanks to our wonderful Bradley and Tineke, and whānau supporters who support the students and encourage on 
the day. 
 

 

School Athletics - CHANGE OF DATE  
Based on what has worked well in the past, we will be holding our School Athletics in Term 1 this year. Athletics 
Day will take place on Thursday, 19th March. The points will also go towards the house shields at the end of the 
term.  
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CURRICULUM 

 

 
English and Mathematics 
We are pleased to share that we are well underway with the implementation of the new English and Mathematics 
curriculum. This aligns seamlessly with our ongoing school-wide focus on structured literacy and mathematics, 
ensuring all students build strong foundational skills in reading, writing, and maths. 

Next term, we are looking forward to working with a new provider. We will be focusing on assessment and 
reporting processes, and what these will look like in relation to the new curriculum. 
 

House Points 
Congratulations to Wainui for winning the 2025 House challenge 
 

 
From Our Students  
On Wednesday the 11th of February, Paekākāriki school went to Waikanae pools for their school Swimming 
Sports.  
We took the bus from school, and on the way back from the pools. The Teina block was in the smaller pool, while 
the Tuakana block was in the bigger pool. The school was there for five hours. It was a fun day all round!  
Bonnie and Sunnivah 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

 

 
From the Board of Trustees 
Did you know? Our strategic plan is Paekākāriki School's key strategic document.  
 
Our strategic plan reflects the board's key focus areas, what we want to achieve, how we will achieve it and how 
we will measure success (how we will know if we have achieved our objectives). Each board meeting, the board 
monitors progress against plan objectives. 
 
Last year, our plan had three key focus areas: literacy, te ao Māori, and hauora (holistic well-being).  
 
This year, the board has updated our first focus area of literacy to literacy and numeracy to reflect the 
government's rollout of a new maths curriculum. Our other focus areas of te ao Māori and hauora remain 
unchanged. 
 

PTA 

The PTA held their AGM last Monday. The Election of officers are as follows: 
 
Maree  White and Erin Goddin - Co Chair 
Julian Bruce-Millar-  Treasurer 
Rachel Callinan-  Secretary   
 
All are  welcome to the next meeting 16th March.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Big shout out to Rutherford & Bond Toyota for lending us the BBQ used at our Pool party. These people went above 
and beyond in helping us out.   
 
 
 

https://paekakariki.school.nz/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Strategic-Plan-2024-2026-1.pdf
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COMMUNICATIONS 

 

 

Policy Review 
 The polices for review this term are: 
 

Alcohol, Drugs and Other Harmful Substances Policy  
 

Sun protection 
 

Digital Technology and Online Safety  
 

Cellphones and other Personal Digital Devices  
 
Review to be completed by March 13th  
 
 
To participate in this review, please  

1.Visit the  website   https://paekakariki.schooldocs.co.nz/1893.htm    

2.Enter the username (paekakariki) and password (wellington). 

3.Follow the link to the relevant policy as listed. 

4.Read the policy. 

5.Click the Policy Review button at the top right-hand corner of the page. 

6.Select the reviewer type "Parent". 

7.Enter your name (optional). 

8.Submit your ratings and comments. 

If you don't have internet access, the school office staff can provide you with printed copies of the policy and a 
review form           
 
 
 

https://paekakariki.schooldocs.co.nz/1893.htm


 

 
School Gate Safety   

For the safety of our tamariki, all of 
our school gates need to be closed during 
school hours. Please make sure you close 
the gates behind you, thank you. 

 
Calendar 

 To find out what is happening at 

Paekākāriki School please go to 
our  Community Calendar   -  events will 
also be linked to the Facebook page. 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?
src=paekakariki.school.nz_3i1d30lhk9bekr3ferb8f4qack@group.calenda
r.google.com&ctz=Pacific/Auckland  

School Newsletter 

Our school newsletter is published 3 times a term, with all other urgent 
messages sent out via Hero, email and/or the Facebook page (https://
www.facebook.com/PaekākārikiSchool/ ). 

Website  
www.paekakariki.school.nz  
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