
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

IMPORTANT DATES  
 

TERM 1 2026 
3rd Feb  - School starts 

11th Feb  - Swimming sports 

16th Feb  - BOT meeting 

19th Feb  - Pool party 

23rd Feb - PTA meeting 

3rd March - Photo day 

4th March - Photo day 

6th March - Pouawha 
Assembly 

23rd March - BOT meeting 

26th March - Athletics 

27th March - Teacher Only  

Day 

1st April - 140 yrs Birthday 
Celebration 

2nd April - Haumia Assembly 

2nd April—Last Day of Term 1 

 

TERM DATES  2026 

Term1: Feb 3rd - April 2nd 

TOD - Mar 27th 

Term 2: Apr 20th - Jul 3rd 
Kings Bday:  1st June 

TOD - 2 June 

Matariki  - 10th July 

Term 3 -  Jul 20th - Sept 25th 

Term 4 - Oct 12th - Dec 17th  

TOD - 23rd Oct 

Paekākāriki School 

Home of the barefoot learner 

Pānui                        

Term 1 Week 2 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL..... 
 

Nau mai haere mai, 

Welcome back to school for 2026! We are excited about the year ahead and look 
forward to many rich and engaging learning experiences. 
 

As many of you know, Julia is on study leave for Term 1, but you may still see 
her at some of our special events, including School Swimming Sports and our 
birthday celebrations at the end of the term. 
 

It’s wonderful to be back and see happy, smiling tamariki around our kura. The 
first week has been spent reconnecting and establishing those all-important 
routines, setting the tone for a positive and engaging start to the year. 

 

 

 

 

This term, we will be using our local histories curriculum to learn about our 
school as it reaches its 140th year. There will be celebrations at the end of the 
term, and we would love your support. If you are able to help in any way, please 
contact the school. Photos, stories, memories, and historical information are 
most welcome. 
 
Our students will be exploring the history of our school, the people who have 
shaped it, and its place within the wider Paekākāriki community. 
 
We have a number of events happening this term and would love to see 
whānau join us. Please read further in the newsletter for more information 
about: 
 

School Swimming Sports 

The Pool Party 
School Athletics 

 

I wish everyone a happy, healthy, and successful 2026! 
Ngā mihi  
Judith 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION....... 

Important Information   
 
2026 TERM DATES 
Term1: Feb 3rd - April 2nd 
 Teacher Only Day  Friday, Mar 27th  
 
Term 2: Apr 20th - Jul 3rd 
King's Birthday  Monday 1st June  
Teacher Only Day  Tuesday 2 June  
Matariki  Friday 10th July  
 
Term 3: Jul 20th - Sept 25th  
 
Term 4: Oct 12th - Dec 17th  
Teacher only Day Friday 23rd Oct 
 

Did You Know? 
Our SunSmart Policy comes into play in Term 1. Sunhats and sunsmart clothing (shoulders, backs, 
tummy covered) must be worn when outside. Sunblock should be applied before coming to school; 
there are supplies available at school for re-application during the day.  

School Photos will be on Tuesday, March 3rd and Wednesday 4th 
School is closed on Friday, March 27th. 

Do you have a party coming up? - Did you know that you can hire the hall, kitchen and or pools from 
us? Please see contact administration@paekakariki.school.nz for further details.  

 

Important Information 

Remember, this term, we head into summer, so our Sun Smart rules are in place. Everyone must wear 
a hat when outside, and clothing should cover the shoulders, stomach, etc. Please apply sunscreen 
before coming to school.  

If you or anyone you know wants to enrol at Paekākāriki School for 2026, please go online and 
complete the enrolment form - this helps with our forward planning. 

 
Fun zone  
Did you know that we have Funzone working with us on-site? Please see the flyer below for details. You 
can  get in touch for more information on (04) 298 4287 or 0800 FUN ZONE or on the website   
https://www.funzone.co.nz/  

Welcome 
This term, we warmly welcome Isla and Lochlann McClure, Loui Bremner, and Louie McHugh, along with 
their whānau, to our kura. We know they will have a wonderful time as barefoot learners. 

A big welcome as well to our new staff members, Liz Williamson and Liezl Ferreira.  

mailto:administration@paekakariki.school.nz
https://enrolments.linc-ed.com/apply/NZ/2944
https://www.funzone.co.nz/
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION....... 

 

Congratulations 

Congratulations to all our prize winners for 2025. 

 

Many thanks to Pelorus Trust for their generous grant, which has funded the repainting of our school pool. This 
support helps ensure our pool remains a safe and welcoming space for our tamariki to enjoy throughout the 
swimming season. 
 

Positive Behaviour for Learning (PB4L)  - Barefoot Learner Focus  
Weeks 1 and 2 

Whānaungatanga / A sense of belonging 

A Paekākāriki Barefoot Learner builds positive relationships, feels confident introducing themselves, and is 
comfortable sharing who they are. 
 

Attendance 
The Ministry of Education has asked schools to focus on student attendance, as this has slipped over the last few 
years. ‘Regular’ attendance is defined as 90% or higher. However, the Ministry of Education analysis shows that 
every day has a cumulative impact on a child’s learning, and there is no ‘safe’ level of non-attendance. In addition 
to regular attendance, being on time for school is also very important. 
 

 

Maoritanga  
Girls 
 
 

Maoritanga  
boys 
 
 

Sports  
 
 
 

Arts  
 
 

Citizenship
  
 
 

Barefoot 
Learner  
 
 

Kahikitea 

teina 
 
 

Kahikitea 
Tuakana 
 

Elvira Martin-
Mathers 
 
and 
 
Māia  
Martin 

Billy  
Allan 

Grace 
Fraser 

Lily  
Kearns 

Billy  
Allan 

Georgia 
Roscouet 
 

Mikaere 
Wardle  

Māia Martin 

Maths 
 
 
 

Literacy 
 
 
 
 

Special Principal 
Award 
 
 
 

Most academic Lesley Duncan 
 
 

Alex  
Lount 

Stella Wedde Gus  
Warden  

Wendy McLoughlin Leila  
Vieira 
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WHATS HAPPENING AT PAEKAKARIKI SCHOOL 

 

School swimming  
Thanks to our wonderful PTA and whānau supporters, our school pool is open again for Term 1 swimming.  
Each class will have scheduled swimming times with their teacher. Please keep an eye out for details about these 
sessions in team letters. Please note there will be no KCDC after-school swimming lessons. 
 

Many thanks to Pelorus Trust for their generous grant, which has funded the repainting of our school pool. This 
support helps ensure our pool remains a safe and welcoming space for our tamariki to enjoy throughout the 
swimming season. 
 
Our School Swimming Sports will be held on Wednesday, 11 February. Please see HERO for further details. 
 

The Pool Party 
We are holding a Pool Party on Wednesday, February 19th February.  
 
This day will also be an opportunity to meet the teachers and see your child’s learning environment for the year, 
and to learn more about how you can get involved in our wonderful little school.  

 

 



  5 

WHATS HAPPENING AT PAEKAKARIKI SCHOOL 

 

School Athletics 
Based on what has worked well in the past, we will be holding our School Athletics in Term 1 this year. Athletics 
Day will take place on Thursday, 26 March. 
 

Firewood for koha 
After the high winds a few weeks ago, we have had to remove a tree at Paekākāriki School.  This means that we 
have quite a bit of unsplit wood! We would like to offer this to our community for a koha. 
Please email principal@paekakariki.school.nz if you are interested in collecting any of this wood. 
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CURRICULUM 

 

This year, we are continuing to implement changes to the English and Mathematics curriculum as part of the 
refreshed national curriculum. The aim of these changes is to support deeper learning, strengthen literacy and 
numeracy skills, and build confident, capable learners. 
 
Teaching and learning will continue to be tailored to the strengths and needs of our ākonga. 
 
We’re excited about the opportunities these curriculum shifts bring and look forward to partnering with you to 
support your child’s learning. More information and examples of learning will be shared throughout the year via 
HERO and team newsletters. 
 
 
 

House Points 

Congratulations to Wainui for winning the 2025 House challenge 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

 

From the Board of Trustees 
The next BOT meetings will be held on 16th and 23rd March  
 

PTA 

The PTA AGM will be held on Monday, 23rd February. All are welcome to attend - if you need further information, 
please email paekakarikischoolpta@gmail.com . 
 

Policy Review 
 The polices for review this term are: 
 

Alcohol, Drugs and Other Harmful Substances Policy  
 

Sun protection 
 

Digital Technology and Online Safety  
 

Cellphones and other Personal Digital Devices  
 
Review to be completed by March 13th  
 
 
To participate in this review, please  

1.Visit the  website   https://paekakariki.schooldocs.co.nz/1893.htm  

2.Enter the username (paekakariki) and password (wellington). 

3.Follow the link to the relevant policy as listed. 

4.Read the policy. 

5.Click the Policy Review button at the top right-hand corner of the page. 

6.Select the reviewer type "Parent". 

7.Enter your name (optional). 

8.Submit your ratings and comments. 

If you don't have internet access, the school office staff can provide you with printed copies of the policy and a 
review form           
 
 
 



 

 
School Gate Safety   

For the safety of our tamariki, all of 
our school gates need to be closed during 
school hours. Please make sure you close 
the gates behind you, thank you. 

 
Calendar 

 To find out what is happening at 

Paekākāriki School please go to 
our  Community Calendar   -  events will 
also be linked to the Facebook page. 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?
src=paekakariki.school.nz_3i1d30lhk9bekr3ferb8f4qack@group.calenda
r.google.com&ctz=Pacific/Auckland  

School Newsletter 

Our school newsletter is published 3 times a term, with all other urgent 
messages sent out via Hero, email and/or the Facebook page (https://
www.facebook.com/PaekākārikiSchool/ ). 

Website  
www.paekakariki.school.nz  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

SCHOOL NOTICES 
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