Pānui
Term 4 Week 5
FROM THE PRINCIPAL.......
Paekākāriki School

Home of the barefoot learner

Kia ora koutou,
Nau mai haere mai,

TERM DATES 2022
2022 School Dates
Term 1
Thurs, February 3rd
- Fri, April 14th

Another term is racing by and we are enjoying the finer, warmer
weather. There are a few important health and safety things to
remember during the summer months when we’re outside a lot more;


We are still noticing a number of children not wearing hats
outside. This means that they either have to stay on the decks
or porches during break times or they borrow a spare hat from
the office. Sharing hats is not ideal and it is preferable that all
children come to school every day with a sunhat, we really
want to be able to get outside for short bursts of activity,
learning and fun.



We love the fact that children ride their bikes and scooters to
school and are able to enjoy using these at break times. It does
concern me that a number of children are riding to school
without helmets or shoes. We don’t allow children to use
wheels at school unless they have helmets and shoes but it is
more difficult to manage what happens between home and
school. Your support and co-operation with keeping the
children safe is much appreciated.

Term 2
Mon, 2nd May - Fri 8th July
Term 3
Mon, 25th July - Fri 30th
September
Term 4
Mon 17 October Thurs 15th December

Dates for 2023
Term 1: Thursday, Feb 2nd Thursday, April 6th
Parent-Teacher conferences
TBC
Term 2: Monday, April 24th Friday, June 30th
Term 3: Monday, July 17th Friday, September 22nd
Term 4: Monday, October
9th - Tuesday, December
19th
There will be at least 2
Teacher Only Days during
the year, dates to be
confirmed.

There are only a few weeks left of the term but these are action packed
weeks. Please remember to keep any eye out for Hero posts/emails for
details of events your child/ren are participating in.
By the end of the year all students who have been at school for 6
months or longer will have their achievement and progress graphs
updated. We’ll let you know when these are ready for you to view.
Ngā mihi nui

Julia

IMPORTANT INFORMATION.......
During Term 4 it is important that all children have a sunhat with them every day. Sunscreen should be
applied before leaving home in the morning and we have supplies at school for children to re-apply
during the day.

Welcome
This term we have welcomed Ethan and Kate Stapleberg, and Xiang Lu. We hope that you and your
families enjoy being part of our community.

Dates for 2022
Term 1: Thursday, Feb 3rd - Thursday, April 14th
Parent-Teacher conferences February 22nd
Term 2: Monday, May 2nd - Friday, July 8th
Term 3: Monday, July 25th - Friday, September 30th
Teacher Only Day August 29th
Term 4: Monday, October 17th - Thursday, December 15th

Dates for 2023
Term 1: Thursday, Feb 2nd - Thursday, April 6th
Parent-Teacher conferences TBC
Term 2: Monday, April 24th - Friday, June 30th
Term 3: Monday, July 17th - Friday, September 22nd
Term 4: Monday, October 9th - Tuesday, December 19th
There will be at least 2 Teacher Only Days during the
year, dates to be confirmed.

Congratulations
Congratulations to our Year 7 and 8 Athletics team
who competed in the recent interschool athletics
competition. Jack Gregory and Isabelle McLaughlin
both did especially well with Jack qualifying for the
regional competition in the 1500m event.

Congratulations to Esme and Arabella for the
confidence they had to perform in front of
hundreds of people at the Cheer Nationals in
Auckland.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION.......
Thank You
Thanks to a generous grant application by The Kapiti Basketball Association we are very fortunate to
have had two brand new basketball hoops installed at school recently. Our basketball team is certainly
enjoying training with these and all children have had the opportunity to use them during their Friday
sports sessions with Brendon.

Positive Behaviour for Learning (PB4L) - Barefoot Learner Focus “Nāu te rourou, nāku te rourou, ka ora ai te iwi,”
“With your food basket and my food basket, the people will thrive.”
A barefoot learner is confident and respectful.
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CURRICULUM
Aotearoa New Zealand Histories Curriculum
We are making great progress with the implementation of the NZ Histories curriculum. One way we do
this is by recognising and celebrating important dates in our history so last week we came together to
remember Parihaka. Children spent time in their classes leading up to this event learning a bit more
about this event and the meaning it has for us today. Thank you to everyone who brought bread along
to share, to Whaea Jess and Whaea Miriama for organising the afternoon.
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What’s Happening at Paekākāriki School?
Term 4 is a busy term with many events occurring both within and outside of school.
Please keep an eye on Hero, the Facebook page and teacher newsletters for important dates and information
relating to your child/ren.
Choir at Coastlands
Our school choir led by Jill Mazey will sing at Coastlands on Tuesday December 6th
New Whanau Picnic
We are looking forward to welcoming our new students to Te Kohanga in 2023. If your child turns 5 in 2023 and
you have not enrolled them at school yet please get in touch and come along to our picnic.
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What’s Happening at Paekākāriki School?
School Athletics Day
The Paekakariki School Athletics day at which the full school takes part in a further Inter-House competition has
been set down for Friday 2 December. Students will participate in various Athletics Run-Jump-Throw events
throughout the morning with Inter-House Relays happening in the afternoon and so it is a full-day event. You are
welcome to come along to support your children as they take part in this fun day.

Last Day Assembly
The school year ends on Thursday, December 15th at approximately midday. We start the day with our final
assembly and prizegiving in the hall, whānau are very welcome to join us for this. After morning tea we hold a
poroporoaki for our Year 8 leavers, following this all of the children will be released and school is out for the
year!

House Points
Wainui

Pouawha

Haumia

Miriona

Term 1

36

35

36

38

Term 2

128

134

119

138

Term 3

38

47

38

42

Congratulations to Pouawha for winning the Term 3 House challenge.
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Communications
From the Board of Trustees
School charter mahi update
Our school charter review is tracking well and the latest focus has been on gathering pupil and teacher views.
So far we’ve also engaged with mana whenua, parents and school leavers to understand their aspirations for the
school and to see if the charter developed with the community in 2016 still best reflects Paekākāriki School.
Students have been surveyed for their thoughts and a small focus group was held last month to explore student
voice with regard to boys views on the charter principles in action. This session was led by Megan Driver and
Brendon Harris after parents at the whānau charter review evening proposed it.
Teachers held a brainstorm session to feed their insights on the current charter and feedback on whether it
aligns with the school’s direction and priorities.
The Board will meet this week to discuss all the engagement feedback so far and to crunch this down into
themes to enable us to review these against the existing charter and then prepare a draft Charter for review.
You can read more about the Charter review here: https://medium.com/@charterreview/348afb0211c
Reminder about child absences
Paekākāriki School had one of the worst student attendance in Term 3 regionally so our Board wanted to remind
whānau about the importance of bringing kids to school where possible.
We recognise it has been a difficult time for illness which accounted for half of the absences last term, and
children should stay home when unwell. However, for students that only attended 0-70% of half days, 59% of
school absences were due to unjustified reasons which include taking holidays during term time, truancy and
unknown reasons (eg the school hasn’t been contacted).
Ongoing absences affect student academic achievement so we wanted to make parents aware of this data and
encourage school attendance. Please let
your child’s teacher know if there are any
issues with getting to school, such as
transport, so staff are aware and can try
to help where possible. Overall our
school’s student attendance in Term 3
was 83%, down from 90%, for the same
period last year.
With the warmer weather in Term 4
we’re looking forward to less sickness
doing the rounds and improved overall
attendance.
Thank you for your support.
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Communications
From the Gardeners
Kia ora,
The October plant sale was a huge success. We raised over $7,500! A huge mihi to everyone who made this
happen - the volunteer Potty Potters, the Garden Group, the school PTA and staff, the Scouts for providing a
plant delivery service, and of course, everyone who bought plants!
If you were disappointed about the lack of tomato seedlings, don't worry, we're running a pop-up plant sale.
There will be lovely tomato seedlings along with other seedlings. 11am-1pm on Sunday 20 November at the kura.
Please bring cash and a box/bag.
We look forward to seeing you.

Ngā mihi nui,
Nik, Sarah and Trish
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SCHOOL NOTICES
Bikes and Scooters
We are very lucky in Paekākāriki to have a safe community in
which to cycle. Students and whanau who cycle and scooter to
school please remember you must WALK your bikes into and out
of the school grounds. This helps keep other cyclists and pedestrians safe. Students who wish to ride bikes or scooters at lunch
time need to be wearing shoes and a helmet.

School Gate Safety
For the safety of our tamariki, all of our school gates need to be
closed during school hours. Please make sure you close the gates
behind you, thank you.

Calendar
To find out what is happening at Paekākāriki School please go to
our Community Calendar - events will also be linked to the
Facebook page.

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?
src=paekakariki.school.nz_3i1d30lhk9bekr3ferb8f4qack@group.c
alendar.google.com&ctz=Pacific/Auckland

School Newsletter
Our school newsletter is published 3 times a term, with all other
urgent messages sent out via Hero, email and/or the Facebook
page (https://www.facebook.com/PaekākārikiSchool/).

Website
www.paekakariki.school.nz

Community Notices

Community Notices

Community Notices

GREAT NEWS! Bigair Gym is holding its Annual Cheerleading Trials for next years 2023
teams! NZ Cheerleading is a mix of dance, gymnastics & tumbling. Don't miss out on this
opportunity to find out more by signing up today via emailing kapiti@bigairgym.co.nz!
Cheerleading is a rewarding individual & team sport that young people love and adore, and
continue right through and into their teens, having a positive impact on their health and
development. Your cheerleader will also create friendships that last a lifetime!
BIGAIR GYMS Drop & Shop December School Holiday Programme is running Mon
19th – Wed 21st December 2022! Full day and half day sessions are available. This is a
wonderful opportunity for kids to keep active and to learn something new during the holidays!
BIGAIR GYMS January Holiday Programme will run Mon 9th – 27th Jan 2023. Bookings will
be open on Monday 28th Nov! Book through our online website: www.bigairgym.co.nz
GET IN QUICK FOR TERM 4 GYM CLASSES! Booking is easy online
at www.bigairgym.co.nz or contact your local Bigair Gym office today.

Community Notices

Community Notices

Affordable counselling available for parents
Parent Help counsellors have helped hundreds of families to restore peace and balance in their
lives. Request a counselling session by registering online here: www.parenthelp.org.nz/
counselling. Do you need parenting strategies you can implement right away? Speak to our
warm and supportive parenting experts. Call now for free on 0800 568 856. Available from 9am
– 9pm 7 days a week.
Should you have any questions please reply to this e-mail, I’d love to answer any questions or
tell you more about the services we offer to parents and schools

